
English 5 IB HL



CHAPTERS 1-6
➤ What’s ironic about the epigraph? 

➤ How is Jende’s resume suggestive about New York City? 

➤ What does Jende’s conversation with the security guard reveal? 

➤ How might the shredder be symbolic? 

➤ Explain the nature of and reasons for Neni’s feelings about being 
in New York.  

➤ Trace Jende’s immigration travails. What surprises you about this? 

➤ What have we learned about Jende’s character by the end of 
Chapter 3? How has Mbue revealed it to the reader? 

➤ How would you describe the Jongas’ relationship? 

➤ Compare and contrast the respective lifestyles of the Edwardses 
and the Jongas. 

➤ What do the various discussions about the Edwards’ children 
suggest about their family life? 

➤ Is the last line of Chapter 5 suggestive of something important? 

➤ What are Clark’s and Jende’s perspectives on life in Cameroon and 
America? Is Jende naive? Is Clark cynical? What wider application 
can be made here?



CHAPTERS 7-13
➤ How is Jende’s naïveté exposed in his conversation with 

Leah? 

➤ Rank the various pressures Neni is facing. How does she 
deal with them? How would you? 

➤ What are the specific challenges of Jende’s immigration 
predicament? 

➤ Evaluate Neni’s parenting style. 

➤ Note the ironies of some of the street and place names in 
this section. 

➤ Is Bubakar’s advice to Jende about the “gray area” helpful 
or unhelpful? 

➤ Explore the culture clashes arising from Neni’s meeting 
with her professor. Which of the Jongas is more naive? 

➤ Why is Jende conflicted about the money Cindy Edwards 
gives him? 

➤ As Chapter 13 concludes, how has Mbue foreshadowed the 
coming crises for both the Jonga and Edwards families?



CHAPTERS 14-20
➤ Why is Winston’s party such a startling revelation for Neni? 

As an American, what’s your impression of the event? 

➤ Why is Columbus Circle “the best place in the whole world” 
for Jende? 

➤ What dark truths emerge from Clark’s phone call with his 
boss? 

➤ What’s your reaction to Vince’s views of America? How does 
Jende react? 

➤ In terms of Neni’s childhood, what are the implications of 
wealth in Cameroon? 

➤ How is Mighty an atypical rich kid? Do you view him as 
deprived? Of what? 

➤ What are the warning signs that something is wrong with 
Cindy Edwards? 

➤ Does Cindy’s background alter your impressions of her? How 
does Neni react to Cindy’s story? 

➤ What do you think lies at the root of the Jonga’s argument? If 
you were their counselor, what solutions would you propose?



CHAPTERS 21-26
➤ Cindy implies that Clark is the reason Vince is moving to 

India. Is this fair? How would you fix the Edwardses? 

➤ How relevant are Cindy’s father issues to her marriage, in 
your opinion? 

➤ Who is right about the clothes: Jende or Betty? How might 
this episode be symbolic of larger ideas in the novel? 

➤ Does Clark’s backstory—and his poetry—alter the reader’s 
view of him? At this point in the story, who are the good 
guys and the bad guys? Can you identify any author bias? 

➤ Why does Neni fail in the attempt to tell Clark about 
Cindy’s problem? What would you have done? 

➤ Mighty visits Harlem! What larger points might Mbue be 
making in this scene? 

➤ What is ironic about Bosco’s story of the “money doublers”? 

➤ September 15, 2008, marks the pivotal event in Behold the 
Dreamers. Are there any repercussions from the collapse of 
Lehman Brothers still being felt today?


