James Joyce

Dubliners
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“The Sisters”

Show how this story’s impact derives from what is left unsaid rather
than from what is said. Pay some attention in your response to the
story’s title.

“An Encounter”
How does this story seem to comment on the importance of education
and experience?




“Araby”

How does this story record
some of the process, and
convey the anguish, of
growing up?

“Eveline”

Discuss the dimensions of
the conflict that is central to
the story. In what ways can

modern readers relate to
Eveline’s plight?

AND WHEN WE

CAME NEAR THE / |

POINT AT WHICH
OUR WAYS 1
DIVERGED...

THIS HAPPENED MOR
AFTER MORNING.

NING

I HAD NEVER
SPOKEN TO HER,
EXCEPT A FEW
CASUAL WORDS,
AND YET HER
NAME WAS LIKE
A SUMMONS TO
ALL MY FOOLISH
BLOOD.




“After the Race”

How might the allegories Joyce sets up
(people representing nations) lead to
Doyle’s epiphany at the end?

“Two Gallants”
What is meant by the mysterious
transaction between the girl and Corey?

“The Boarding House”

Show how Joyce leads us towards the story’s
climax by allowing us to view the situation
from different perspectives. Does it matter
that the story does not quite reach its climax?

“A Little Cloud”

What are the two worlds that seem to be in
opposition in this story? What comparisons
can you make to “Araby”?




“Counterparts”

In what ways can a comparison be
made between Farrington and Little
Chandler? What characters seem to
resemble Gallaher, and in what way?
What is Joyce suggesting here?

“Clay”
Note the imagery in this story. How
does it reinforce Joyce’s point?




“A Painful Case”
Analyze the character of Duffy. How does he represent other
characters that populate Dubliners?

“Ivy Day in the Committee Room”
Examine the language in this story. What does it suggest about
the situation in Dublin?




“A Mother”

How is the middle
class portrayed in
this story? What are
their opinions of
Irish nationalism
and the Irish
cultural revival?

“Grace”

How are religion
and the church
viewed in this story?
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Note the symbolic
latmosphere
throughout the
story. What is
suggested by it?
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